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Modern trends in the evolution of the functions
of Christian temples in world design practice

Abstract. The relevance of the research was to study the transformation role of religious buildings in modern society, in
their multifunctionality. The aim of the article was to identify the nomenclature of secular functions that have appeared
in the structure of modern world temples. The article considered examples of modern world Christian churches in terms
of their multifunctionality development for performing, not only religious, but also public functions. Attention was paid to
the architectural and planning features of combining different functions in one complex: religious, cultural, educational,
commercial, office. There were presented the results of the analysis of the balances of the areas of different groups of
premises in the objects, which may be useful for Ukrainian architects, when designing modern Ukrainian churches. The
article emphasised the need for introducing new methods of disseminating spiritual knowledge, which required modern
approaches to the design of sacral buildings. It was focused particular attention on the topic of integrating public
functions into temple architecture, revealed that the building of a spiritual and retreat centre, which combined various
social functions, should be designed for visitors comfortable biding as well as effective internal space organisation. It was
proposed an approach to designing temples as multifunctional structures that also served as public spaces. Examples of
modern sacral architecture in Europe (Italy, United Kingdom, Norway), the USA and China were given, their functional
properties were analysed. The practical significance of this study is based on the application of a comprehensive approach
to church design in the context of modern global architectural and social trends
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INTRODUCTION

Sacral architecture had always played an important role in
the life of the city. Temples were not only a place of prayer,
but also a centre of cultural, educational and social life of
the community. In areas, where the sacral tradition had
deep historical roots, temples had always remained sym-
bols of spirituality, culture and social unity. At the same
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time, the functions of sacral architecture have evolved, re-
sponding to changing social needs and challenges of the
time. Modern sacral architecture was developing in the
conditions of globalisation, secularisation and new social
challenges. Modern temples, in addition to fulfilling tra-
ditional religious tasks, integrate new functions into their
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structure that respond to the needs of the modern society.
The changes indicated the desire of temples to remain rel-
evant centres of social life.

Scientists O. Sleptsov & Y. Dunaevskiy (2020) fo-
cused on the problem of the emergence of the first church
complexes, the functional and spatial-planning organ-
isation of churches and their complexes. The authors
also analysed the compositional and architectural-artis-
tic solutions of Christian spiritual centres. Researchers
0. Vodotyka & L. Savenok (2017) typified the experience
of construction of churches in Ukraine within the frame-
work of historical evolution. The authors drawn attention
to the modernisation of the architectural typology of Or-
thodox churches, and to the methodology for calculating
the capacity and area of the main premises of the parish
church. The scientists made proposals for the formation of
the spatial solution of sacral buildings. O. Druzdiev (2021)
analysed sources on the history of the Garrison church of
the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul (former Jesuit church),
discovered in the fund collections of the Vasyl Stefanyk
Lviv National Scientific Library. The author M. Khok-
hon (2020) collected, systematised and revealed new in-
sights into the operation and historical development of
the defensive structures of Bernardine Order monasteries
in Western Ukraine. Researcher also identified the loca-
tion, dimensions, and architectural and planning char-
acteristics of the monasteries’ fortifications. Researcher
O. Diachok (2021) analysed the volumetric and spatial
compositions of some sacral buildings, showed that the
search for modern symbols that would reflect the national
character in church building to create new modern imag-
es of the Ukrainian Church continues. For the first time,
data on some modern churches in the territory of West-
ern Ukraine were introduced into scientific circulation.
Scientist O. Diachok (2020) investigated the architecture
of sacral complexes in the territory of modern Ternopil
region, which was shaped by a combination of complex
socio-political factors.

The author O. Sleptsov et al. (2021) analysed and for-
mulated the characteristic features of traditional Ukrainian
landscape design, which had authentic roots and was based
on minimal interference in the existing natural environ-
ment and its maximum use to enhance the properties of
architecture. Researcher identified traditional and innova-
tive elements in the landscaping of modern Ukrainian Or-
thodox churches. Scientists H. Shevtsova & H. Ponomaren-
ko (2020) demonstrated the importance of preserving
ancient Ukrainian churches, which carried the genetic
memory of the nation, supplement data on the develop-
ment of sacral architecture, and opened the way for further
research. Researchers concentrated on the contribution of
the artistic and creative elite to the formation of national
identity; highlighted challenges in developing Ukrainian
identity linked to historical heritage; examined the impact
of social and political factors on Ukrainian sacred architec-
ture, and explored how architecture can visually represent
the image of the national church.
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K. Holubchak (2021) focused on the architectural and
urban planning aspects of spiritual retreat centres, par-
ticularly in the context of religious tourism in Europe. The
author analysed the modern state of religious tourism in
Ukraine and proposed a model for its development by es-
tablishing a network of spiritual retreat centres. Research-
ers B. Cherkes & 0. Dyachok (2019) analysed the preserva-
tion of sacral buildings in small towns and villages on the
lands of Galitsky Podillya. Scientists showed the state of a
large number of churches and synagogues in an abandoned
state. Although there were many studies and publications
devoted to sacral architecture, most of them focused on ei-
ther historical temples, or only on one specific type of tem-
ples public functions. The peculiarities of the development
of functions related to religious ones, especially imple-
mented in modern foreign temples, during 1991-2025 not
given enough attention. The purpose of the article was to
identify the nomenclature of non-religious functions that
had appeared in the structure of modern world temples, to
determine the relative parameters of premises groups that
ensured the implementation of these functions, and the
approximated ratio of the areas of these premises.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

To achieve the aim of this study, a systematic approach was
applied to the analysis of scientific literature, architectural
and conceptual frameworks, plans related to sacral archi-
tecture and its socio-cultural significance. Graphical meth-
od was used to visualise the functional zoning of temples,
schemes of interaction of sacred and secular space, analy-
sis of visitor flows. This allowed to clearly present the com-
plexity and flexibility of spatial organisation. To study the
main architectural structures, the source ArchDaily (n.d.)
was used in the research. In addition, the main material
for the study was the works of K. Holubchak (2017; 2021).
Particular attention was paid to minimising environmental
impact and applying the latest technologies for monitor-
ing and desing planning. Correlation methods was used to
identify connections between the functional structure of
temples and such factors as the size of the community, loca-
tion, denominational affiliation, year of construction. This
allowed to draw reasonable conclusions about the patterns
of development of temples in the urban context. Analysis
allowed for an objective assessment of the multifunction-
ality of temple structures, their degree of openness, and
their ability to adapt to the various needs of the communi-
ty. This approach provided a comprehensive understanding
of methodical planning, design, and construction of sacral
spaces (like temples, churches, mosques, or synagogues)
based on coherent principles - spiritual, symbolic, cultur-
al, and functional. It helped to ensure that the architec-
ture not only served religious functions, but also reflect-
ed theological, cosmological, and ritualistic significance.

The study was focused on the analysis 7 architectural
objects: Community church Knarvik, Presbyterian church
(USA), Church and Community Centre in Castel di Lama,
The parish complex of San Martino parish in Bergamo, Mei



Li Zhou church in China, Korean Presbyterian church,
Stanbruck Abbey. It was analysed ritual functionality of
these buildings, their spiritual and theological founda-
tions, stylistic elements and symbolic content. This foun-
dation was enriched by contemporary research on the so-
ciocultural function of religious buildings, which allowed
for a deeper interpretation of the role of temples in the
formation of the community identity. The criteria for se-
lecting sources gave preference to materials that high-
lighted modern world Christian churches, with a focus on
the analysis of their multifunctionality development and
the influence of regional factors on architectural creativ-
ity. Priority was given to publications from the 2010-2025
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period, taking into account fundamental research in the
field of modern sacral architecture.

RESULTS

The church strives to be a universal space for the chil-
dren and youth safe upbringing, a local centre for believ-
ers meetings, as well as to promote the development of
art, music and cultural enrichment of parishioners. Sacral
architecture had deep historical roots, reflecting the mul-
tifaceted nature of its tasks in the life of the community.
Traditionally, temples served not only as sites of spiritual
worship, but also as key hubs for social and cultural activ-
ities (Table 1).

Table 1. Traditional functions of the church architecture

Church function Description

Historical examples

The main purpose of the church had always been and remained

The church as a
religious building

to provide a place for prayer, worship and religious ceremonies.
The church building acted as a symbol of faith and the unity of the

Any religius building

community around common spiritual values

The church as an
educational centre

Historically, churches had served as educational centres. It had schools,
where literacy, the basics of religion and moral principles were taught

Roman College, Italy; Saints Peter
and Paul Garrison church, Ukraine;
Chartres Cathedral, France

The church as a
shelter for the needy

Churches often took on a social role — it operated orphanages, hospitals,
and soup kitchens for the poor

Saint Lazarus church, Ukraine

Meeting Place Temples were places where the community gathered,

The church as a
community

where important social issues were discussed, agreements were made,
and celebrations were organised. The temple square often became the
centre of social life

Any parish churches

The church as a
place of archives

Important documents and archives were stored within the walls of
churches, which emphasised their role in preserving cultural memory

Admont Abbey Library, Austria;
Abbey of Saint Gall, Switzerland

The church as a
defensive structure

In certain periods, temples also performed defensive functions, serving
as protection for the community in case of danger

Holy Intercession church, Sutkivtsi,
Ukraine; Bernardine church, Ukraine;
St. Peter’s Cathedral, Germany

Source: S. Rzhevsky (2024), Abbey of Saint Gall (n.d.), Bernardine Monastery and St. Andrew’s church (n.d.), Our Lady
of Chartres Cathedral (n.d.), Palazzo del Collegio Romano (n.d.), Parish group Cathedral of St. Peter and St. Martin
worms (n.d.), I. Zhuk (n.d.), Saints Peter and Paul Garrison Church (n.d.), The Admont Monastery Library — a masterpiece

of the late Baroque period (n.d.)

Thus, the traditional functions of world sacral archi-
tecture went far beyond the limits of purely religious sig-
nificance. It was integrated into all aspects of the life of
the city community, ensuring its spiritual, cultural and
social development. During 1991-2025, the architecture of
religious and educational institutions in Europe was dis-
tinguished by a variety of new architectural approaches
that corresponded to modern trends. These solutions have
become a kind of reaction to the fact that among the main
reasons for the decrease in the frequency or complete re-
fusal of people to attend liturgies was the lack of time or re-
luctance to visit the temple, which was associated with pri-
orities in other areas of life. The reaction to this situation
has been the simplification of traditional church canons
and the desire of the Vicars of the churches to get closer to
society. Therefore, the clergy actively took into account the
latest architectural trends and supports modern innovative
projects, which contributed to the adaptation of church
traditions and rituals to modern conditions. The democ-
ratisation of the role of the church had led to the fact that

the church had turned into a multifunctional space that
performed not only a religious, but also a social role (a
retreat centre, a place of prayer and worship, as well as a
space for parish meetings, events, excursions and concerts).

One of the examples was the church design in China.
Architects from Tsushima Design Studio (Fig. 1) have de-
veloped a church project that would be not only a place
for religious ceremonies, but also a space for spiritual
rest in the hustle and bustle of the city. During the design
process, special attention was paid not only to the func-
tionality of the building, but also to the eco-friendliness
of the used building elements and minimising the effect
on the surrounding landscape. The architectural complex
consisted of three main structures that were autonomous,
but at the same time interconnected: the church, a garden
chapel with parish offices in the courtyard, and a campal-
ine. In addition, two smaller premises were provided for
the parishioners’ needs. This project demonstrated a har-
monious combination of sacral function with openness
and ecological sensitivity.
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Figure 1. Mei Li Zhou church. Tsushima Design Studio
Source: based on Mei Li Zhou Church/Tsushima Design
Studio (2010)

Another example of the understanding of modern sa-
cral architecture was the Norwegian project. The architects
of the Reiulf Ramstad Arkitekter office in the village of
Knarvik in Norway, choosing the style of the temple, were

influenced by regional customs of Norwegian wooden tem-
ples, using clear geometric shapes, natural materials and
modern constructive solutions (Fig. 2). The compact vol-
ume of the building was divided into two levels: the first
floor was intended for religious services, while the ground
performed cultural and administrative functions. Thanks
to its innovative approach and central location, the church
had become a key centre of religious and cultural life for
the village residents, as well as an attractive place for tour-
ists. When creating the style of the church, the architects
were influenced by regional customs of Norwegian wood-
en religious buildings, using distinct, simple geometric
shapes, natural materials and reliable structures (Commu-
nity church Knarvik..., 2014). The compact volume of the
building was divided into two floors: the first floor houses
the premises for worship, while the ground floor was for
cultural and administrative needs, there was also a lift
there. This church was an example of a harmonious com-
bination of educational functions with modern sacral ar-
chitecture. As well as itembodied a modern interpretation
of traditional architecture with an emphasis on simplicity
and multifunctionality (Holubchak, 2021).

1.Parish hall 380m?
2.Caffe 60m?
3.Conference hall 40m?
4.Asambly hall 90m?

5.0ffice 55m?

6.Study room 245m?
7.Multifunctional room
120m?

8.Refectory 40m?

Figure 2. Parish complex in the village of Knarvik, Norway

Source: based on K. Holubchak (2021)

Successful experience of the operation of such buildings
in European countries confirmed their relevance for mod-
ern society. Spiritual and retreat centres, along with oth-
er sacral institutions, unite communities around spiritual
centres, contributing to the strengthening of national faith
and the spiritual upliftment of the nation. The defining
feature of modern sacral buildings was their versatility and
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multifunctionality, which was manifested in the addition
of sacral core spaces for various spheres of social activi-
ty — from leisure and recreation to creativity, education
and health improvement. This ensured the comprehensive
spiritual development of the individual. The church aimed
to become a universal platform for children and youth edu-
cation, a meeting place for local residents, and to promote



the development of art, music and culture of parishioners.
The architecture of the temple shown a strong emphasis on
educational and public functions — classrooms, children’s
rooms, and a multifunctional hall occupy more than half
of the area of the temple complex (Holubchak, 2021). In
this temple, approximately half of the space was dedicat-
ed to educational and community functions, emphasising
its role as a centre of communal life. Adjacent to the wor-
ship hall were rooms for catechesis, a café, and a refecto-
ry. Figure 3 showed the ratio of the area of the premises
of this parish complex to their functional characteristics.

Parish complex in the village of Knarvik

Offices
10%
Sacred
36%
Multifunctional

areas
30%

Figure 3. Ratio of the premises area
of the parish complex in the village of Knarvik due
to their functional characteristics
Source: developed by the authors

The areas of the premises were determined based
on the architectural plans of the studied churches. All
spaces were grouped into functional categories: sacred
(main sanctuary, baptistery, confessionals), educational
(classrooms, rooms for children’s activities), public/en-
tertainment (multi-purpose halls, sports facilities, din-
ing areas), and administrative (offices). The areas of the
respective spaces were totaled for each category. The to-
tal area of the church was taken as 100%, after which the
areas of individual functional categories were converted
into percentages relative to this total. The floor areas of
corridors, storage rooms, and ancillary spaces were ex-
cluded. Modern European monasteries offer visitors a
wide range of opportunities for spiritual rest. Therefore,
in their planning solutions, in addition to traditional
premises for everyday life of monks and nuns, areas for
pilgrims, tourists or those, who want to spend time in the
monastery in search of spiritual enrichment increasingly
appear. Such areas included living rooms, classrooms, a
conference room, rooms for retreats and a dining room.
The laconic architecture of the Stanbruck Abbey complex
harmoniously complements the picturesque landscapes
from the south side, where the closed part of the monas-
tery was located. This part contained 26 cells, a kitchen,
arefectory and workshops, illuminated by maximum nat-
ural light (Fig. 4).
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Figure 4. Stanbruck Abbey complex in United Kingdom
Source: based on Stanbrook Abbey/Feilden Clegg Bradley
Studios (2015)

At the begining of the 21 century the monastery had a
church, a chapel, a chapterhouse and various guest rooms,
including a conference room and a bookstore. Modern ar-
chitecture of institutions of a spiritual and educational di-
rection in Europe was distinguished by the variety of new
architectural approaches and the simplification of tradi-
tional church canons. The main feature of this trend was
the multifunctionality of sacral buildings, which involved
the arrangement of additional public spaces with a wide
range of functions - from educational to recreational, con-
tributing to the harmonious development of the individ-
ual. An example of integrating modern functions into the
architecture of a historic temple was the parish complex
of San Martino parish in Bergamo. This building was con-
nected to the historic centre through a network of path-
ways that served not only as circulation routes, but also as
spatial elements in their own right (Fig. 5).

Figure 5. The parish complex
of San Martino parish in Bergamo, Italy
Note: designed by architect Gianluca Gelmini, 2011
Source: based on Parish Centre/Gianluca Gelmini (2011)

Architectural Studies, 11(3) 39
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The new addition consisted of three levels: a basement
housing the service areas, a ground floor with the main en-
trance, reception, and a café, and a first floor that includ-
ed three new classrooms and a direct link to the existing
classrooms in the centre. The new block on the ground
floor houses the lobby, administrative offices, and a café,
and on the first floor there were catechetical classrooms
with a passage to the old block and the church. The lay-
out of access routes and connections ensured flexibility, in

PARISH CENTRE

GROUND FLOOR PLAN

1 Entrance 6 Technical room

2 Cafe 7 Rectory

3 Secretary 8 Community centre
4 Office 9 Church

§ Office

how both the entire structure and its individual parts can
be used. Wide windows on the ground floor offered wide
views of the gardens and the street, giving the structure an
open, outward-looking feature that connected it to the vil-
lage. This created a transitional space between the dynam-
ic atmosphere of the street and the more sheltered envi-
ronment of the gardens. On the upper floor, the walls turn
more solid and enclosed, encouraging an inward-focused
atmosphere suitable for catechetical activities (Fig. 6).

——
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\

Figure 6. The ground flour of the parish complex of San Martino parish in Bergamo

Source: based on Parish Centre/Gianluca Gelmini (2011)

An interesting object was also Korean Presbyterian
church made by the architects of the studio “Arcari + Iovi-
no Architects” in 2013. The church served as a spatial and
programmatic platform for artistic self-realisation and in-
tergenerational dialogue, particularly among families. This
role was not incidental, but embedded in how space was
conceived, organised, and activated within the church com-
plex. Contemporary ecclesiastical architecture increasing-
ly moved beyond monofunctional liturgical spaces toward
multifunctional, inclusive environments that respond to
evolving social, cultural, and intergenerational needs. En-
abling artistic self-realisation required spaces that were
flexible, accessible, and open to reinterpretation. Mul-
ti-purpose halls, open atriums, and modular classrooms
within the parish complex can serve as venues for choir
practice, iconography workshops, religious theatre, or in-
tergenerational craft-making events. These spaces must
support both formal and informal activities, with acoustic,
lighting, and material qualities conducive to artistic pro-
duction and performance (Fig. 7). The worship hall seated
380 believers and was engineered for sound quality to hold
musical concerts and events, along with its traditional pur-
pose. Due to its multifunctionality, the space accomodated
parishioners before and after the service. This two-story
building had an art gallery-mezzanine, where the works of

&€ 40 Architectural Studies, 11(3)

parishioners were displayed. Cozy seating areas were illu-
minated by natural light coming through a large dormer
window above. The lower level houses children’s chapels
for three different age groups, which were used during the
adult liturgy (Holubchak, 2021).The area of educational
premises and children’s rooms occupied more than a third
of the temple area (Fig. 8).

Figure 7. Korean Presbyterian church
Source: based on Korean Presbyterian Church/Arcari +
Tovino Architects (2013)



Presbyterian Church in the USA
Offices
2%

Multifunctional
areas
19%

Educational/Child
ren's rooms
21%

Sacred
58%

Figure 8. Ratio of the premises area
of the parish complex in the village of Knarvik due
to their functional characteristics
Source: developed by the authors

The areas of the premises were calculated based on
the architectural plans of the analysed churches. All spac-
es were classified into functional categories: sacred (main
sanctuary, baptistery, confessionals), educational (class-
rooms, children’s activity rooms), public/entertainment
(multi-purpose halls, sports facilities, dining areas), and
administrative (offices). The total area for each category
was then summed. Considering the overall church area
as 100%, the proportions of the individual functional cat-
egories were expressed as percentages of this total. Floor
areas of corridors, storage, and auxiliary spaces were ex-
cluded from the calculations. In this way, the church was
revealed as a space that fosters artistic self-expression
and intergenerational dialogue within the parish commu-
nity, particularly among families. The areas of the prem-
ises were determined based on the architectural plans of
the studied church. Beyond its primary liturgical function,
the contemporary parish church increasingly operated as a
cultural and communal space that nurtured creativity and
facilitated meaningful social exchange. Artistic expres-
sion — whether through music, visual arts, liturgical per-
formance, or craftsmanship — provided parishioners with
opportunities to engage in the life of the church in deeply
personal and participatory ways. These creative activities
were not merely supplementary, but were integral to the
church’s broader mission of spiritual formation and com-
munity building (Fig. 9). Another object worthy of atten-
tion was Church and Community Centre in Castel di Lama,
Italy. The premises comprised sports and leisure facilities,
learning areas, and gathering spaces, forming an urban
network that fostered community engagement. The church
was built by Studio Contini in Castel di Lama, Italy, in 2019.
The architecture of this church emphasised the public life
of the parish; entertainment, sports facilities, and meeting
places occupied more than a third of the church’s area. In
this church, the primary community function was centreed
around sports activities. A significant part of the complex
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(about 31% of the church’s area) was occupied by sports
halls and sport grounds, which served as spaces for the
parishioners’ active recreation. Such an organisation of
space fosters community building through shared sports
activities and the promotion of a healthy lifestyle (Fig. 10).
1. Parish hall 415 m?

2. Childcare room 40 m?

3. Multifunctional room 220m?
room 20m?

5.Bible studies 130m?
6.Children's chapels 272m?
7.Playroom 125m?
sucaoe ||
o
b

Figure 9. Presbyterian church (USA)
Note: a — architectural and planning organisation of
the 1¢t level of church; b — architectural and planning
organisation of the 2" level of church
Source: based on Presbyterian Church in America (n.d.)

Church and Community Centre in Castel di Lama

Offices
10%
Sacred
Multifunctional 42%

areas (Sports/
café) 31%

Educational
17%

Figure 10. Percentage ratio of the area of the Church
and Community Centre premises in Castel di Lama due
to their functional characteristics
Source: developed by the authors
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The connection with the surrounding settlement was
strengthened by a pedestrian walkway that run through the
courtyard and led to a large square garden. This space was
bounded on the South by a simple wall and a closed portico
oriented towards the main road. The spatial connection be-
tween the parish complex and the surrounding settlement
was articulated through a pedestrian axis that traversed the
courtyard and culminated in a large, square garden. This
pathway functions as both a physical and symbolic connec-
tor, reinforcing the church’s integration into the daily life
of the community. By facilitating ease of access and visual
continuity, the path invited movement and encouraged
interaction between the sacred precinct and the broader
urban or rural context. It became a transitional space that
subtly guides individuals from the public realm into a more
reflective and contemplative environment.

The square garden, situated at the heart of this spa-
tial sequence, acts as an intermediary zone between the
ecclesiastical architecture and its external surroundings.
Its geometric regularity evokes order, clarity, and calm,
providing a space conducive to reflection, informal gath-
ering, or liturgical celebrations in an open-air setting. As
a designed void within the built environment, the garden
contributed to the modulation of the site’s spatial rhythm
and supported the notion of the church not merely as a
destination, but as an integrated node within the commu-
nity’s spatial and social networks. This space was defined
along its Southern edge by a modest wall and a closed por-
tico, both oriented toward the main thoroughfare. The wall
served as a protective boundary, introducing a degree of
spatial enclosure that heightened the sense of entry and
transition. Meanwhile, the closed portico — though visual-
ly restrained — asserts a subtle presence toward the public
street, marking the threshold between the sacred interior
and the civic exterior. Its orientation toward the main road
reinforces the parish’s openness to the wider communi-
ty, while maintaining a degree of contemplative separa-
tion. Together, these architectural elements established a

coherent spatial sequence — from the bustling life of the
settlement, through a mediating landscape, and into the
sacred interior of the church. This progression not only en-
hanced the legibility and accessibility of the site, but also
reinforced its role as a spiritual, cultural, and social anchor
within the community (Fig. 11).

Figure 11. Church and Community Centre
in Castel di Lama
Source: based on P. Pintos (2019)

Such boundaries created an atmosphere of unity and
form an area that met the requirements of the community
and group gatherings. A key feature of the project was the
public pedestrian path that run through the complex, divid-
ing the church and parish buildings, while also creating po-
tential urban links with the surrounding public spaces. The
bell tower, situated near the main street and the settlement,
highlighted the parish centre’s prominence through its
height. The facade of the church, made of travertine slabs,
served as a kind of filter that opened the view to the inte-
rior of the building. This temple primarily served a public
function, focused on sports-related activities. Portions of
the complex included gyms and sports facilities, providing
a space for parishioners to engage in active leisure (Fig. 12).
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1.Church hall 685m?
2. Parish hall/bible studies 275m?
3, Offices 160m?
4. Caffe and spots rooms 520 m?

[ T ¥V Y'YV VWV

Figure 12. Architectural and outlay organisation of the Church and Community Centre in Castel di Lama

Source: based on P. Pintos (2019)

€ 422 Architectural Studies, 11(3)



Based on examined temple complexes, the following
ratio of building blocks was compiled: Community church
Knarvik, Presbyterian church (USA), and Church and Com-
munity Centre premises in Castel di Lama. The average val-
ue from each category was taken — “Sacred”, “Multifunc-
tional areas”, “Entertainment (sports/cafe)”, “Offices”; the
category “Educational” contained both educational and
children’s rooms. Given the area of additional premises,
modern churches placed greater emphasis on education
and work with children and young families. Multifunction-
al areas used for entertainment, lectures, or meetings also
occupied an important place in the architecture of modern
churches (Fig. 13).

Percentage of church premises area

Multicunctional
azr;e;s Sacred
° 46%
Offices
7%
Educational
20%

Figure 13. Approximate percentage
of premises area of Church and Community Centre
in Castel di Lama, Presbyterian church, Parish complex
in the village of Knarvik
Source: developed by the authors
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So, the characteristic feature of modern sacral build-
ings as well as spiritual and retreat centres was their ver-
satility and multifunctionality. In the addition of the sacral
core it was manifested with premises for various spheres
of social activity — leisure, recreation, creativity, education,
health improvement, which contributed to the harmonious
spiritual development of the individual (Sapozhnik, 2024).
Among the main functional zones of such buildings, one
can distinguish: entrance, sacral, recreational, education-
al, catering, residential, commercial, administrative and
household, technical, economic, exhibition and a group of
additional premises. Depending on the main direction of
activity, a certain functional group of premises in temple
communities acquired a dominant importance. The lead-
ing one remained the sacral function, which was key for all
public centres at temples. It was concentrated in chapels or
prayer halls (naves), which formed the core of the building,
and covered the holding of services and spiritual guidance
for believers. Along with this, housing provided condi-
tions for overnight stays and short-term stays of pilgrims
and participants in retreats; for this reasons cells, rooms
or hotel blocks were used. These functions were joined by
a retreatment, which was aimed at the visitors spiritual
healing through communication with the clergy, prayers,
spiritual practices, and participation in retreats. In this
context, an important role was also played by the creativity,
which was realised through the activities of craft and icon
painting workshops, the organisation of creative circles for
children and youth, choral studios, and publishing projects.
Spiritual and retreat centres can become centres of sacral
art, offering halls for listening to spiritual music, choral
singing, and artistic meetings (Holubchak, 2017). Table 2
summarised the main functional blocks that were impor-
tant for the existence of sacred buildings.

Table 2. Functional blocks in modern churches

No. Functional block Examples of activities
1 Religious Participation in worshiping (masses, liturgies)
2 Educational (catechetical) Catechetical schools, Sunday schools for children
3 Entatainment .(Cultural Libraries, museums, exhibition centres, lecture halls
and educational)
4 Production Publishing of religious magazines and newspapers
5 Charity Activities of social services, houses of mercy, rehabilitation institutions, soup kichens,
pilgrimage hotels
6 Recreation and leisure Organisation of creative circles and studios (art, sports, music, theater),

support for youth organisations, camps, activities of pilgrimage services

Source: developed by the authors

The spatial organisation of temples also found its
expression in the museums, embodied in the work of ex-
hibition halls of sacral art, which were aimed at cultural
education, the development of aesthetic taste and spirit-
uality of society. It should be noted that a significant part
of visitors to community centres at temples may be in-
active Christians, for whom faith was rather a symbol of
national identity, history and culture. It was for such peo-
ple that the museum function can become the first step
towards a deeper understanding of faith. In addition, the

economic needs that have long been the basis for monastic
life were met through gardening and growing vegetables
and fruits — such activities still remain a way of express-
ing faith through work. In parallel, there was a commercial
component that contributed to the temple financial sup-
port. The funds received from the organisation of fairs, the
sale of spiritual literature, handicrafts and icons were used
for the maintenance and development of the institution.
Educational function was also important, which was aimed
at the comprehensive development of the personality and
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its spiritual growth through the study of the basics of reli-
gion and the Bible. It was implemented through the work
of Sunday schools and can be effectively implemented in
churches by organising conferences, courses, forums and
seminars on religious topics. For this reason, it was neces-
sary to provide premises such as classrooms, lecture halls,
conference rooms, libraries, reading rooms, as well as spe-
cially equipped children’s spaces for the catechisation of
the youngest visitors (Holubchak, 2017).

Modern church life also included a recreational func-
tion, which was implemented through the organisation of
Christian camps and festivals, conferences and concerts of
spiritual music. At the same time, new youth organisations
were emerging that popularise Christian values and edu-
cation, involving like-minded people in interesting activi-
ties — watching religious films, master classes, foreign lan-
guage courses, learning crafts, organising pilgrimage tours,
excursions, youth balls, festivals and sports tournaments.
All this required the presence of an appropriate spatial
base: assembly halls, art studios, concert and exhibition
spaces, sports halls. Finally, an important place was occu-
pied by the missionary (charitable) function, aimed at re-
habilitation and providing material and spiritual assistance
to those in need. Charitable activities at churches included
the creation of houses of mercy (such as the City of Mer-
cy of St. Nicholas at the parish of Cyril and Methodius in
the village of Krykhivtsi, Ivano-Frankivsk region), church
boarding schools, medical centres, and free soup kitchens.

DISCUSSION

The results of this study have highlighted that Christian
temples, traditionally understood as churches, cathedrals,
and chapels, have undergone significant functional and
design transformations throughout history. Modern Chris-
tian temples increasingly served multifunctional roles be-
yond purely religious ceremonies. It often acted as commu-
nity centres, cultural hubs, and spaces for social services,
including education, health outreach, and charity. By ex-
amining design implication modern architects prioritised
flexible, adaptable interiors with movable seating and mul-
ti-use rooms. Facilities might include classrooms, meeting
halls, galleries, and even cafes. Some churches incorporat-
ed community kitchens, art exhibitions, or youth centres.
The discussion aimed to explore ecumenical and interfaith
use of religious buildings. With rising interfaith dialogue
and ecumenism, some Christian temples were designed or
adapted for shared worship or interdenominational use.
This trend reflected a global movement toward religious
tolerance and cooperation.

Scientists Yu. Ivashko et al. (2019) pointed out techno-
logical integration — technology profoundly impacts mod-
ern church design, transforming worship and community
engagement. From 2019 there appeared so called digital
worship due to the pandemic. Incorporation of high-quali-
ty audiovisual systems enabled live streaming, virtual par-
ticipation, and multimedia-enhanced sermons. The study
highlighted that smart building technologies optimised
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energy use, lighting, and acoustics, aligning with ecological
stewardship values. So, the architects have to take into con-
sideration the aspect of sustainability, while planning the
religious building. Also, the research of the study shown
that there was a new trend in integration of screens, sound
systems, and digital infrastructure, while preserving sacred
atmospheres. Besides, environmental consciousness was a
dominant theme in contemporary sacral architecture. Sci-
entist M. Mihaljevi¢ (2021) analysed this problem and sug-
gested the ways of solving this problem. Christian temples
increasingly adopted sustainable materials, green roofs,
natural lighting, and energy-efficient systems. Moreover,
the use of eco-friendly materials, passive solar design, and
integration with natural surroundings can contribute to
symbolising harmony between faith and creation.

The study shown that contemporary sacral design
practices explored new architectural languages that re-
spected tradition, but express modernity. Some church-
es moved away from grand, imposing Gothic or Baroque
styles toward minimalism, transparency, and openness,
symbolising inclusiveness and humility. Also, Yu. Ivash-
ko et al. (2020) tried to use light, space, and materiality to
create spiritual atmosphere rather than rely on elaborate
ornamentation. The research emphasised that in dense-
ly populated urban areas, space constraints and changing
demographics led to adaptive reuse of existing buildings
as Christian temples or hybrid spaces. Researcher S. Pan-
dya (2020) emphasised on this problem in their work. The
author have to creatively remodel industrial, commercial,
or historic buildings into worship spaces. This trend re-
spected heritage, while responding to contemporary com-
munity needs. The evolution of Christian temples in world
design practice highlighted a shift from exclusive sacred
spaces to inclusive, multifunctional, and technologically
integrated community hubs. The author N. Miscevi¢ (2001)
suggested the solution of this problem. Sustainability, in-
terfaith openness, and adaptive reuse further characterised
this transformation. Architects and church communities
collaborated to balance tradition with innovation, creating
spaces that served spiritual needs, while engaging mean-
ingfully with modern society. The discussion emphasised
that the modern churches were more than religious plac-
es; they were visual records of the historical, spiritual, and
cultural identity of a community. It reflected the dynam-
ic interplay of tradition, innovation, needs and resilience.
This research had expanded knowledge of the function of a
modern church and highlighted the importance of design-
ing new religious places, which corresponded to the mod-
ern needs of the society.

Researcher A. French & K. Waldner (2024) considered
that sacred space was not a static or purely religious phe-
nomenon, but a cultural construct that evolved through
design, aesthetics, belief systems, and social use, especially
under theinfluence of modernity. The sacredbecame asite of
negotiation between tradition and innovation, institution-
al religion and alternative spiritualities, architecture and
ritual. F. Ciampa et al. (2024) explored the transformation



of sacred spaces (e.g., churches) in New York for new so-
cietal functions, with an emphasis on preserving cultural
heritage. Scientist V. Miroshnichenko (2022) addressed the
challenges of forming Ukrainian identity connected to the
historical past; examined the impact of social and political
factors on Ukrainian sacred architecture and the potential
to represent the national church’s image through archi-
tectural design; emphasised the significance of Ukrainian
sacred architecture in affirming ethnical identity. So, the
studies on contemporary sacred architecture highlighted a
dynamic interplay between tradition and innovation, with a
strong focus on shaping national identity through spiritual
space. Researchers emphasised the symbolic and social sig-
nificance of newly built churches, especially in the post-
1990 period, where sacred architecture had became a medi-
um for cultural revival. Scientists explored, how historical
forms, such as domed temples and wooden churches, were
reinterpreted using modern materials, technologies, and
minimalist aesthetics. Scholars also addressed the revi-
talisation of sacred complexes as community centres, the
emergence of neomodernism in religious architecture, and
the search for a distinct national style that reflected both
historical continuity and modern socio-political realities.
These architectural developments served not only religious
functions, but also reinforced collective memory, identity,
and resilience in the face of modern challenges.

CONCLUSIONS
Modern sacral architecture continued to perform tradition-
al functions, but had undergone certain changes, adapt-
ing to the needs of modern society. These changes were
due to secularisation, urbanisation and social challenges,
which required churches to adopt new approaches to the
organisation of space and functional purpose. The church
remained a religious building and retain their main pur-
pose — to be a place of prayer, worship and religious cere-
monies, and at the same time, the church acted as a centre

Gnes & Zaiats >»

of education. The Church and Community Centre in Castel
di Lama opened libraries and created multimedia educa-
tional spaces that made knowledge accessible to a wide au-
dience. The temple also performed an important function
of social service and charity. Churches had social services
that helped internally displaced persons and veterans, held
charity events, and organised fundraisers and food drives.
Churches also had soup kitchens, rehabilitation centres,
and support centres for people in crisis situations (for ex-
ample, Presbyterian church (USA)). Modern churches were
becoming places for public and cultural meetings, it host-
ed concerts of sacral music, theater performances, exhi-
bitions, thematic meetings, and workshops. For example,
Mei Li Zhou church were often equipped with multifunc-
tional halls that were used for conferences, festivals, or film
screenings. A new function of churches had also became the
provision of psychological and emotional support. Group
therapy, consultations with psychologists or spiritual men-
tors were organised in churches. Also, Parish complex in
the village of Knarvik (Norway) served as recreation and
leisure centres. Increasingly, spaces for recreational activi-
ties were being created at churches: gyms, multifunctional
halls for dance and sports clubs, cafes, workshops and li-
braries. In further study, it is advisable to concentrate on
modern trends in church architecture, in particular the use
of new materials, technologies and structures, as well as
studying the integration of ecological design principles
into modern sacral buildings.
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CyuJacHi TeHaeHLUii eBonouii PyHKLIN XPUCTUAHCBbKUX XpaMiB
Yy CBITOBI NPaKTULi NPOEKTYBaHHS

AHOTaLif. AKTya/lbHICTb JOCTIIKeHHS ToJIsTaja y BUBUEHHi TpaHchopMaliiiHoi posti pesiriitHux cropys y cyuacHOMY
CYCITIZIbCTBI, IXHBO1 6araToPyHKIiOHATBHOCTi. MeTo0 cTaTTi 6y/0 BM3HAUEHHSI HOMEHKIATYPH CBITChKMUX QYHKIIiM, 110
3’IBWJINCST Y CTPYKTYPi Cy4acHUX XpaMiB CBiTy. Y €TaTTi 6y/I0 PO3IISIHYTO MPUKIAAN CYyYaCHUX XPUCTUSHCHKUX II€PKOB
CBiTy 3 TOYKM 30py PO3BUTKY iXHbOI 6araToQyHKI[iOHATbHOCTI /I BUKOHAHHS He JIUIIE PeJIiriiiHux, ajie i CyCIiIbHUX
¢byHukiit. Byno npupineHo yBary apxXiTeKTypHO-IUIAHYBAJIbHUM OCOGIMBOCTSIM MOENHAHHS PisHMX (QYHKIIiN B OTHOMY
KOMIUIEKCi: pestiriiHuX, KylIbTypPHUX, OCBITHIX, KOMepIiitHuX, opicHMX. HaBegeHO pe3yabTaTy aHali3y CITiBBiHOIIEHHS
TIIOL, IPUMIIleHb Pi3HUX IPYI Y JOCTiAKYBaHUX 00 €KTAX, IO MOXKe OYTY KOPUCHUM JJIs1 YKPaiHChbKUX apXiTeKTOPiB mpu
MPOEKTYBAHHI CyuyaCHMX YKPAiHChbKMX XpaMiB. Y CTATTi HArojomeHO Ha HeOO6XiMHOCTi BIIPOBAIKEHHS HOBUX METO/IiB
MIOIIMPEHHS AYXOBHUX 3HAaHb, 110 BUMArajao CyJyacHUX IMiJXOiB 4O MPOEKTYBAHHS CaKpaabHUX criopyn. OcobnuBy yBary
6y/710 30cepenkeHO Ha TeMi iHTerpaiii cycminbHUX GQYHKIi B apXiTeKTypy XpamiB; BUSIBJEHO, IO OYIiB/ST AyXOBHO-
PEeKOJIEeKIIIIHOTO LIEHTPY, SKa IO€NHyBajia pisHi couiasbHi (QyHKIii, Mae O6yTM CIpoeKTOBaHA sl 3abe3IreueHHs
KoMdopTHOTrO TIepeGyBaHHSI BiABimyBauiB i edekTMBHOI opraHizallii BHYTPIillTHbOTO MPOCTOPY. 3alIPOTIOHOBAHO MiAXis
IIO0 TIPOEKTYBAHHS XpaMiB sIK 6araTodyHKIIIOHATbHUX CTPYKTYP, 10 OLHOYACHO CIYTYBaay IPOMAaJICBKUMU ITPOCTOPAMMA.
HaBeneHo mpuKkiIagu cy4acHoi cakpanbHOl apxitTekrypu €sponu (Itanii, Benukoi Bpuranii, Hopserii), CIIIA Ta Kuraro,
MpoaHasi3oBaHo ixHi GyHKIiOHaAbHI 0CO6MMBOCTI. IIpakTUUHE 3HAUEHHS OCTiIKeHHS! IPYHTYETbCSI Ha 3aCTOCYBaHHI
KOMIUIEKCHOTO MiAXOy 4,0 TPOEKTYBAHHS LIePKOB Y KOHTEKCTi CyJaCHUX CBITOBMX apXiTeKTYPHMUX i COLliaIbHUX TeHeHLii1
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